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SUBJECT: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY STAFFING 

REF: STATE 93187 

1 . THAILAND IS A DEVELOPING COUNTRY WITH MODEST BUT 
GROWING SCIENTIFIC CAPABILITY. ITS LIMITED OUTPUT OF 
ORIGINAL SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH IS 
CONCENTRATED PRIMARILY IN AGRICULTURE, SPECIFICALLY IN 
DEVELOPMENT OF IMPROVED VARIETIES OF RICE, CORN , SORGHUN. 
PEANUTS AND RUBBER SUITABLE FOR THAI GROWING CONDITIONS. 
THERE IS ALSO SOME WORK IN APPLIED MICROBIOLOGY AND 
BASIC ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH. WHILE THESE RESEARCH 
EFFORTS ARE IMPORTANT TO THAILAND, THEIR EMPHASIS ON 
APPLIED RATHER THAN PURE RESEARCH MAKES THAI EFFORTS OF 
LITTLE DIRECT SCIENTIFIC INTEREST TO TH USG. 

2. ALMOST ALL ACIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES OF NOTE IN 
THAILAND ARE ORGANIZED AND/OR FUNDED BY THE ROYAL THAI 
GOVERNMENT. IN FY 76 RTG NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
BUDGETED $58 MILLION FOR PROJECTS IN BOTH NATURAL 

AND SOCIAL SCIENCES. OF THIS AMOUNT $22.9 MILLION 
WENT FOR AGRICULTURAL AND BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH, $16.3 
MILLION FOR INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 
(LARGELY IRRIGATION PROJECTS) AND $2.5 MILLION FOR 
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MEDICAL RESEARCH. 

3. AT PRESENT, AN EMBASSY ECONOMIC OFFICER SPENDS 
APPROXIMATELY ONE OR TWO MAN-HOURS PER WEEK ON SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY. GEVEN CURRENT LEVEL OF SCIENTIFIC 
ACTIVITIES, EMBASSY CONSIDERS THIS OFFICER COULD MET 
ANY NEEDED EXPANSION OF SCIENCE ACTIVITY WITHOUT 
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DIFFICULTY. USADI IS ALSO CURRENTLY ASSISTING RTG 
IN AREAS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN, ALTERNATE SOURCES 
OF ENERGY, AND APPLIED AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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